Abstract: Balancing economic development with environmental protection has become a critical concern worldwide. However, along with the highly competitively global marketplace, economic factors are known to directly affect an enterprise's development and its future business. Therefore, selecting the right partner for sustainable collaboration that will lead to improved business performance and reduce carbon dioxide (CO 2 ) emissions is a significant problem for many enterprises. In addition, investigating the economic impact of companies that are charged to protect the environment is becoming increasingly problematic. Thus, the purpose of this paper is to evaluate the comparative efficiencies of 16 Green Logistics Providers (GLPs) in the USA from 2012 to 2015, and the projected four-year period of 2016-2019, by means of an integrated approach that combines the grey forecasting model GM (1,1) and Data Envelopment Analysis (DEA). The results show that there are two GLPs, Knight Transportation and the Union Pacific Corporation, that possess a higher efficiency level and are achieving positive technical change. However, this study also determined that Hyster-Yale Materials Handling and CSX Corporation did not reach an acceptable efficiency score; therefore, they should improve technical efficiency to mitigate environmental concerns. This completely integrative methodology has the potential to provide the best decision-making strategies for finding suitable collaborative partners who are able to meet the sustainability requirements in most economic and environmental areas.
Introduction
Logistics providers play an increasingly important role in maintaining business competitiveness and sustainability, as well as demonstrating social responsibility [1] . However, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency [2] estimated that nearly 26% of all greenhouse emissions in 2014 resulted from transportation and logistical activities. On the other hand, the logistics industry as a whole has demonstrated its concern to be of equal strategic involvement in achieving lowered CO 2 emissions while sustaining positive economic development. The way forward begins by recognizing that the logistics industry itself is a major source of CO 2 emissions, accounting for a 13.1% portion of global greenhouse gas emissions. In 2011, China, the United States, India, the Russian Federation, Japan, exploring different aspects of green logistics providers can be found in the literature [5] . Green logistics providers are involved with producing and distributing goods in a sustainable way, taking into account the surrounding environmental and social factors [11] . Similarly, Chunguang et al. [12] pointed out that green logistics providers describe the demand of logistics activities involving environmental protection and economically sustainable development. Moreover, green logistics providers can lead to lower inventory levels, reduced logistics cost, increased revenue, improved customer service, enriched information for reverse logistics, and an enhanced corporate image [13] . Green logistics providers include green supply chain management. This takes into account environmental problems and incorporates them into the overall supply chain to change the environmental performance of providers and customers [14] . In addition, environmental issues are known to impact numerous logistical decisions throughout the supply chain, such as determining locations, sourcing raw materials, selecting modal segments, and planning of transport, among others. Due to these and many other concerns, many scholars seem to be concerned about either investigating ways to attain environmentally sustainable logistics practices or identifying the approaches considered most cost-effective for achieving and responding to environmental issues in logistics providers [15] .
In a nutshell, how to grow the economy while still protecting the environment is one of the formidable challenges facing logistics providers. Therefore, interest in how to evaluate the financial performance of green logistics companies is increasing dramatically. This is especially true since assessing the effectiveness of traditional logistics providers simply cannot meet the current requirements of balancing sustainable economic growth with environmental responsibility.
Economic Sustainability
Sustainability involves the consideration of three factors: the environment, society, and economic sustainability. However, all company managers need to understand more thoroughly what sustainability entails to make business survive, what finance directors need to know, and what consideration should be given when a company sees that things are failing [16] . Thus, many researchers have done thorough studies to identify economic factors to address green supplier selection problems, and their findings are summarized here:
Lee et al. [17] mentioned that financial, quality, organization, technology capability, green image, pollution control, and environment management are criteria for assessing traditional suppliers and green suppliers. Kuo et al. [18] pinpointed cost, quality, delivery, services, environment and corporate social responsibility as the most important criteria in green supplier selection. Kannan et al. [19] noted that price, quality, service, environmental protection, and green products are the main criteria for selecting the best green supplier. Financial performance is one of the important factors for green supplier selection [20] [21] [22] [23] . Similarly, Chung et al. [24] named the top five considerations among the overall sustainability criteria of a company to be finance, environmental benefit, environmental regulations, technological competence, and delivery time. Moreover, based on the literature review conducted by Flower and Hope [25] , the economic dimension actually accounts for 30.6% of corporate sustainability assessment criteria. Lee and Kim [26] stated that the challenge for managers of logistics and supply chains in embracing sustainability is how to link, balance, and solve environmental performance issues with sound business practices.
While previous studies have made important contributions to the literature, they mostly indicate that economic criteria remain important factors to consider in partner selection. In this study, sustainability criteria were determined separately from economic factors to evaluate the financial performance of green logistics companies. Because of economic criteria's capacity to give a clear picture of a company's operations, these results will help investors identify the business performance of logistics companies and allow them to choose a responsible partner for sustainable collaborative. 
Proposed Grey GM (1,1) Model
The grey system theory, originally put forward by Deng [27] , focuses on an uncertainty model and how information insufficiency in analyzing and understanding systems affects research on conditional analysis, forecasting, and decision-making. Li et al. [28] established the dynamic grey linear programming model for the optimization of industrial structure in China's Shanxi Province during the period from 2015 to 2020. Wen [29] integrated grey numbers with grey models to forecast shipments for supply chain collaborative transportation management. Li and Wang [30] proposed a grey forecasting model based on the neural network and Markov chain to forecast electricity demand during peak periods. Geng et al. [31] used a GM (1,1) model and a grey dynamic fuzzy Markov prediction model to forecast biofuel production in China for 2010 to 2013. Wu and Wang [32] used grey system theory in quality function deployment to analyze customers' dynamic and future requirements instead of using static and present customer needs. Huang et al. [33] employed a grey model to forecast the trends of Taiwan's electronic paper industry.
In this study, the grey GM (1,1) model is proposed to forecast the economic performance of GLPs for the period of 2016-2019. From forecasting results, we are able to know which companies are doing well in business. Thus, concerned enterprises may have reason to make an informed decision regarding the selection of a partner, aiding with the achievement of long-term development goals.
Proposed Data Envelopment Analysis Method
Data Envelopment Analysis (DEA) is a relatively new "data-oriented" approach used for evaluating the performance of a set of peer entities, namely Decision-Making Units (DMUs), which convert multiple inputs into multiple outputs [34] . DEA can be used in cases that have been resistant to other approaches due to the complex nature of the relations between the multiple inputs and multiple outputs involved. The relative importance of corporate sustainability by DEA requires an empirical investigation that will confirm that investors must pay more serious attention to a company's green image and to the reality of long-term sustainability rather than short-term profit [35] . A large number of studies have therefore employed DEA to evaluate logistics providers [36] [37] [38] [39] [40] [41] . Singhal and Singhal [42] described the usage of DEA for purposes of supply chain management. They indicated that DEA could identify DMUs on an efficiency frontier. Moreover, Marschall and Flessa [43] applied DEA to assess the efficiency of rural health centers in Burkina Faso. Sun and Stuebs [44] used DEA to measure firm productivity in the U.S. chemical industry. Similarly, Lin et al. [45] applied DEA to estimate energy consumption related to transport modes in China. Each organization can apply suitable weights to attain a set of performance measures and present decision makers' preferences by using DEA [46] . In addition, Lo and Lu [47] approved that the slacks-based measure (SBM) deals directly with input excesses and output shortfalls (slacks). Intertemporal efficiency change, which is decomposed into "catch-up" and "frontier-shift" effects, is analyzed by means of the SBM-based Malmquist index. Pang et al. [48] applied a DEA-SBM model and the Theil index approach to analyze the agricultural eco-efficiency development level and spatial patterns in current-day China. Marchet et al. [49] applied data envelopment analysis to evaluate the efficiency and innovation in the third party logistics industry.
Many scholars and experts have already studied the related topic with DEA models and grey GM (1,1). For example, Shuai and Wu [50] integrated DEA and grey to evaluate the impact of internet marketing on hotel performance. Liu et al. [51] measured the goal cost of the petroleum enterprise by DEA and grey. Wang et al. [52] applied DEA and grey to assess the performance of the Indian electricity industry. Chen and Chen [53] used DEA and grey to investigate the operation performance of the Taiwanese wafer fabrication industry. However, combining DEA models and grey GM (1,1) to solve problems in green logistics provider selection for sustainable development has not been mentioned yet. Thus, the study makes the following contributions:
This paper uses DEA models to quantify the technical, scale-efficient, and evaluative changes in GLPs' productivity during the years 2012-2019. Integration with grey provides a comprehensive view of the business performance of a company from the past to the future. Based on the proposed method, this study investigates the performance efficiency of 16 green logistics companies for the period 2012-2019. It helps enterprises to find a suitable partner for sustainable cooperation in order to improve the efficiency of their business operations and reduce environmental pollution.
Methodology
After a literature review, the research method was selected. To achieve the purpose of choosing green logistics providers and providing a special economic analysis helpful to enterprises wishing to become more sustainable in today's competitive market, the research analysis is organized as follows.
Research Process
The conceptual framework is proposed in six individual steps as in Figure 1 :
Step 1. Data collection: This step is to select companies that are related to GLPs, such as DMUs.
All GLPs chosen for DEA evaluation were listed among the top GLPs. According to a recent GLPs survey conducted by Inbound Logistics [54] , the relevant initiative for selecting a green logistics provider is measurable green results, sustainability innovation, continuous improvement, and industrial recognition. Step 4. Choose DEA models: Firstly, the super slacks-based model "super-SBM" utilized by Tone [56] is applied to rank and to evaluate the performance of GLPs. Secondly, the Malmquist index utilized by Tone [56] 
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Research Process
Step 1. Data collection: This step is to select companies that are related to GLPs, such as DMUs. All
GLPs chosen for DEA evaluation were listed among the top GLPs. According to a recent GLPs survey conducted by Inbound Logistics [54] , the relevant initiative for selecting a green logistics provider is measurable green results, sustainability innovation, continuous improvement, and industrial recognition. Step 4. Choose DEA models: Firstly, the super slacks-based model "super-SBM" utilized by Tone [56] is applied to rank and to evaluate the performance of GLPs. Secondly, the Malmquist index utilized by Tone [56] allows measurements of the variation in efficiency in the cross-period and identifies the best-performing providers during 2012-2015. Thirdly, based on the prediction results, DEA models are again employed to measure the efficiency performance for the projected period of 2016-2019.
Step 5. Results and discussions: The forecasting results, rankings, and efficiencies of DMUs are estimated to find suitable providers who are able to meet sustainable development goals. Step 6. Conclusions: This step gives some valuable information for green logistic providers and decision-makers on selection cooperative partners based on a consideration of business benefits and environmental responsibilities. 
Data Collection
According to Inbound Logistics [54] , there are 75 green logistics providers in the USA. These companies have demonstrated their commitment to promoting a green supply chain, logistics, and transportation practices. However, in this study, third-party logistics providers were selected for the purposes of estimation. Finally, only 16 plants with completed financial statements were considered. To insure some degree of impartiality, the 16 companies were named randomly as (Decision-Making Unit) DMU1 to DMU16. Based on the input and output definitions for DEA, as mentioned by Zhu [57] , we obtained four input variables and three output variables. All of the data may be found in the annual financial statements of the companies. All annual data were collected from 2012 to 2015.
Choose Input/Output Variables
In this study, economic aspects were considered as a means to select the providers. When applying DEA, we choose the input and output variables based on previous studies, accounting, and logistics costs' impact on logistics providers' effectiveness [58] . Therefore, the input factors in this study are as follows: total assets, total operating expense, total current liabilities, and total equity. The data of output variables included earnings-per-share (EPS), net income, and total revenue. These seven factors are the key financial indicators directly under review. They indicate that a company is managing its costs effectively, and they positively influence the economic sustainability performance of the industry.
DEA Models

Super Slacks-Based Model "Super-SBM"
This research is based on the super-efficiency model proposed by Tone [59] . This model can discriminate reliable benchmarks among these efficient DMUs. Its relative advantage is in ranking the performance of efficient decision-making units (DMU) and the infeasibility problem of the super-efficiency DEA model. In this way, we were able to estimate an absolute operational efficiency. This is an important indication that shows the status of the decision-making unit. However, to evaluate the performance efficiency, the slacks-based measure of super-efficiency (Super-SBM) is the best solution for overcoming evaluation obstacles. SBM deals with n DMU. Each DMU has input/output matrices X = (x ij ) ∈ R m×n and Y = (Y ij ) ∈ R s×n , respectively. It should be noted that λ is a non-negative vector in R n . The vectors S − ∈ R m and S + ∈ R m indicate the input excess and output shortfall, respectively [56] . The SBM model in fractional form is as follows:
subject to
This condition is equivalent to S − * = 0 and S + * = 0 if no input excesses and no output shortfalls occur in any optimal solution. SBM is non-radial and deals with input/output slacks directly. The SBM returns an efficiency measurement between 0 and 1. The best performers have the full efficient status denoted by unity. Tone discriminated between these efficient DMUs and ranked them by means of a super SBM model. Assuming that the DMU (x 0 , y 0 ) is SBM-efficient, p * = 1 the Super SBM model is as follows:
As in many DEA models, it is also crucial to consider how to deal with negative outputs in the evaluation of efficiency in SBM models. However, negative data should have a dual role in measuring y −r , the term is replaced by
If −+ y r = −+ y −r , the term is replaced by
where B is a large positive number, (in DEA-Solver B = 100). In any case, the denominator is positive and is strictly less than y + −r . Furthermore, it is inversely proportion to the distance −+ y r − y r0 . This scheme, therefore, concerns the magnitude of the non-positive output positively. The score obtained is determined to be in units invariant (i.e., it is independent of the units of measurement used).
Malmquist Productivity Index (MPI)
The Malmquist index (MI) estimates the change in efficiency of a DMU between two given time periods. It is defined as the product of the 'catch-up' and 'frontier-shift' terms. The catch-up term is related to the amount of effort that a DMU must make in order to improve its efficiency, and the frontier-shift term indicates the change in the efficient frontiers about a DMU between the two time periods 1 and 2.
We denote DMU0 at time periods 1 and 2 by (x 1 0 , y 1 0 ) and (x 2 0 , y 2 0 ), respectively. We employ the following notation for the efficiency score of DMU (x 0 , y 0 ) t 1 measured by the frontier technology
Since the "Malmquist index" is calculated as the product of (Catch-up) and (Frontier-shift), it can be presented as:
We now employ the following notation for the efficiency score of the DMU (x 0 y 0 ) t 1 measured by the frontier technology t 2 :
Using this notation, the 'catch-up' effect can be expressed as:
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The frontier-shift effect is described as:
As the product of Equations (8) and (9), we obtain the following formula for the computation of MI:
where (C); (F); (MI) > 1 indicates progress in relative efficiency from period 1 to period 2, while (C); (F); (MI) = 1 and (C); (F); (MI) < 1 indicate the status quo and regression in efficiency, respectively. We can develop the output-oriented MI as well by means of the output-oriented radial DEA models. The output-oriented models take all output slacks into account, but no input slacks are taken into account. This is described below within score in output orientation (O-V).
Intertemporal score in output orientation (O-V):
The most generally consumed grey forecasting model is GM (1,1) , which shows that one variable is used in the model. The first order differential equation is adopted for the algorithm of GM (1,1) . The raw data sequences is presented as follows:
Establish the initial series X (1) by
where X (0) is a non-negative sequence and n is the total number of modeling data. Based on the initial X (0) series, a new sequence X (1) is set up through the AGO, which is
where,
The generating mean sequence Z (1) of X (1) is defined as:
where z (1) (k) is given by:
The least squares estimate sequence of the grey difference equation is defined as follows:
The GM (1,1) model also can be constructed by establishing a first-order differential equation for X (1) as:
where a is the development coefficient and b is the grey input. Therefore, we can calculate the a, b coefficient by the ordinal least-square method (OLS) as:
where
and
(B is the data matrix; Y is the data series, and [a, b] T is the parameter series). The solution of Equation (15) at time k is given by the following equation:
Insert a, b into Equation (17) above to find the AGO of prediction X
p sequence. In first-order linear different equations, it can be expressed as follows:
To predict the value of the next time the author uses the Inverse Accumulated Generating Operation (IAGO):
The author also predicts the value at (k + 1) term by the grey predict mode, as below:
Results
Forecasting Results
This article applies the GM ( (Table 1) to describe the computation process; likewise, other variables are calculated in the same way. An explanation follows. From Equation (11) and Table 1 , the primitive sequence X (0) is obtained as From Equation (12), one-order AGO sequence of X (1) is obtained as follows: We then use the least squares method to find a and b:
Use the two coefficients a and b to generate the whitening equation of the differential equation:
Find the prediction model from Use the IAGO method, the author can calculate the X
p sequence, which is the prediction values given by grey GM (1,1) as below: Table 3 showing the forecasting results of the GM (1,1) for earnings per share, net income, and total revenue of the 16 GLPs from 2016 to 2019. Moreover, investors all want to know where the economy is headed. Information on output factors is key in partner selection. Forecasting results indicate that there are slight changes of output factors in five of the DMUs in the period 2016-2019, including DMU6 (Werner Enterprises, Inc., Omaha, NE, USA), DMU7 (Con-way Freight, Ann Arbor, MI, USA), DMU11 (CSX Corporation, Jacksonville, FL, USA), DMU12 (Norfolk Southern Corp., Norfolk, VA, USA), and DMU14 (Union Pacific Corporation, Omaha, NE, USA). The decreasing tendency in output factors means that these companies must have a suitable strategy in place to create and sustain a competitive advantage, or start up a new investment in order to meet the increased demand. In addition, we use the Mean Absolute Percent Error (MAPE) to evaluate the accuracy of the forecasting method. Consider MAPE = (1/n) Σ (|Actual − Forecast|/Actual) × 100; n is forecasting number of steps [60] . The parameters of MAPE show the forecasting ability as follows: MAPE < 10%: Excellent 10% < MAPE < 20%: Good 20% < MAPE < 50%: Qualified MAPE > 50%: Unqualified.
The results of MAPE are shown in Table 4 . The parameter of MAPE is smaller than 10%; this is especially true since the average MAPE of the 16 DMUs is 7%. This confirms that the GM (1,1) model is a highly precise means of prediction. DMU1  20%  DMU9  1%  DMU2  1%  DMU10  2%  DMU3  21%  DMU11  11%  DMU4  2%  DMU12  3%  DMU5  7%  DMU13  4%  DMU6  14%  DMU14  2%  DMU7  16%  DMU15  2%  DMU8  2%  DMU16  3% Average of all MAPEs: 7%
Performance Ranking: Super Slacks-Based Model "Super-SBM"
A super SBM model is used to evaluate relative performance, and is used as a ranking measure of the 16 GLPs.
It can be determined from Table 5 that the super SBM model is highly accurate in the measurement and ranking of efficiency. It has been noted that among the 16 However, there are some companies with scores under 1, such as DMU7 (Con-way Freight, Ann Arbor, MI, USA), DMU11 (CSX Corporation, Jacksonville, FL, USA), and DMU2 (Werner Enterprises, Inc., Omaha, NE, USA) They were considered to be inefficient from 2012 to 2015. Thus, if they wanted to reach their optimal efficiency level, they should lower their inputs. From Table 6 , we used the predicted results by implementing GM (1,1) to forecast their future rankings. In the period 2016-2019, DMU14 (Union Pacific Corporation, Omaha, NE, USA) still achieved efficiency and ranked in first place, with efficiency scores of 1.65, 1.78, 1.76, and 1.75, respectively. DMU4 (C.H. Robinson Worldwide, Inc., Eden Prairie, MN, USA) is projected to rank second in 2016, 2017, and 2018, and third in 2019. DMU10 (Hyster-Yale Materials, Cleveland, OH, USA) is supposed to achieve an efficiency score of 1.26 and 1.28, respectively, in 2016 and 2017, and to rank third. In contrast, DMU5 (FedEx Corporation, Memphis, TN, USA) DMU16 (Saia Inc., Johns Creek, GA, USA), DMU12 (Norfolk Southern Corp., Norfolk, VA, USA), and DMU11 (CSX Corporation, Jacksonville, FL, USA) occupy fifteenth and sixteenth place, respectively. Overall, from the results, we find that most companies have positive values and the rankings within the industry tended to change only slightly on an annual basis. However, only three DMUs presented financial efficiency in the period of 2012-2019, namely DMU14 (Union Pacific Corporation, Omaha, NE, USA), DMU4 (C.H. Robinson Worldwide, Inc., Eden Prairie, MN, USA), and DMU10 (Hyster-Yale Materials, Cleveland, OH, USA). This indicates how well these firms have managed their operations. DMU7 (Con-way Freight, Ann Arbor, MI, USA), DMU11 (CSX Corporation, Jacksonville, FL, USA), DMU2 (Werner Enterprises, Inc., Omaha, NE, USA) and DMU12 (Norfolk Southern Corp., Norfolk, VA, USA) have realized financial inefficiency. They are not performing well in generating revenue compared to the other companies.
Performance Efficiency Evaluation: Malmquist Productivity Index
It is important to evaluate changes in the total productivity of GLPs in order to understand whether the total productivity of each company is improving or declining over a period of time. This section summarizes the Malmquist Productivity Index (MPI) results obtained from the performance of effectiveness variations from 2012 to 2015. The MPI was used to evaluate the relative change in GLPs' efficiency. Moreover, the MPI can be decomposed into two components: efficiency and technological changes. These components were separately calculated and then analyzed accordingly. Table 7 lists the scores of efficiency change, technological change, and productivity change of the 16 GLPs from 2012 to 2015. Figure 2 shows that the efficiency change index of almost all of the DMUs are outstanding, with efficiency scores greater than 1, except for DMU2 (Werner Enterprises, Inc., Omaha, NE, USA), DMU7 (Con-way Freight, Ann Arbor, MI, USA), and DMU11 (CSX Corporation, Jacksonville, FL, USA), DMU1 (Ryder, Miami, FL, USA) comes in with a score of 1.019 and was the most efficient company on the efficiency change index. Technical change is often considered in terms of "innovation" or "frontier-shift" effect measures. This can be compared across time by means of the Malmquist index. The improvement achieved mainly stems from the technical change (Frontier) that occurs. The efficiency change can also make a minor contribution to GLPs from 2012 to 2015. Technical change indicates a change in the technology index, which affects the relationship between inputs and outputs. The results show that during the period from 2012 to 2015 there were 13 companies that improved their level of input and achieved technical efficiency scores larger than 1. This indicates that the improvement of these companies is mainly attributable to technical improvement. DMU3 (Hub Group Inc., Downers Grove, IL, USA), DMU10 (Hyster-Yale Materials Handling Inc., Cleveland, OH, USA), and DMU15 (Swift Transportation Co., Phoenix, AZ, USA) are the top U.S. logistics firms. However, the operational performance of these three companies worsened because the scores for their technical and productivity changes dipped below 1, which indicates that they realized productivity loss and lower capital income. Thus, if these companies want to improve their MPIs, they should enhance their technical efficiency in the near future. The worse productivity shown in the period 2012-2015 came from weakened input of technical efficiency in most cases. DMU6 (United Parcel Service, Inc., Atlanta, GA, USA) had the highest productivity growth over the period 2012-2015, with a score of 1.158653147, while DMU11 (CSX Corporation, Jacksonville, FL, USA) showed the greatest loss. The results indicated that 10 of the DMUs, including DMU1 (Ryder, Miami, FL, USA), DMU4 (C.H. Robinson Worldwide, Inc., Eden Prairie, MN, USA), DMU5 (FedEx Corporation, Memphis, TN, USA), DMU6 (United Parcel Service, Inc. Atlanta, GA, USA), DMU8 (J.B. Hunt Transport Services, Inc., Lowell, AR, USA), DMU9 (Old Dominion Freight Line, Thomasville, NC, USA), DMU12 (Norfolk Southern Corp., Norfolk, VA, USA), DMU13 (Knight Transportation, Phoenix, AZ, USA), DMU14 (Union Pacific, Omaha, NE, USA), and DMU16 (Saia Inc., Johns Creek, GA, USA) showed productivity growth; the other six DMUs, namely DMU2 (Werner Enterprises, Omaha, NE, USA), DMU3 (Hub Group Inc., Downers Grove, IL, USA), DMU7 (Con-way Freight, Ann Arbor, MI, USA), DMU10 (Hyster-Yale Materials Handling, Cleveland, OH, USA), DMU11(CSX Corporation, Jacksonville, FL, USA), and DMU16 (Saia Inc., Johns Creek, GA, USA) showed relative productivity loss. The decrease in productivity in this period came from an evolution in the input technical efficiency achieved. Thus, these companies need to learn from more advanced logistics companies and thereby reinforce their organizational values to improve and reach the fittest scale of operating efficiency. Moreover, the main source of improvement will be technical efficiency change.
It is important to understand the differences between the past and the future of DMUs. Obviously, from Table 8 and Figure 3 we can see that almost all of the MPIs of companies reached "efficiency" in the period 2016-2019; however, the average of efficiency change is down by 0.57% and the average of technical change increased by 2.15% when compared to the previous year. In the future, the MPI of DMU1 (Ryder, Miami, FL, USA), DMU3 (Hub Group Inc., Downers Grove, IL, USA), DMU4 (C.H. Robinson Worldwide, Eden Prairie, MN, USA), DMU7 (Con-way Freight, Ann Arbor, MI, USA), DMU8 (J.B. Hunt Transport Services, Lowell, AR, USA), DMU9 (Old Dominion Freight Line, Thomasville, NC, USA), DMU13 (Knight Transportation, Phoenix, AZ, USA), and DMU14 (Union Pacific, Omaha, NE, USA) will perform well, all with a score larger than 1. Therefore, these companies are the best choice for purposes of cooperation. In contrast, DMU2 (Werner Enterprises, Omaha, NE, USA), DMU10 (Hyster-Yale Materials Handling, Cleveland, OH, USA), and DMU11 (CSX Corporation, Jacksonville, FL, USA) still maintain inefficient performance during the next four years. Thus, if a DMU wants to reach efficiency, it should follow an enterprise development strategy, prepare financial policies to improve the complete operation effect, and improve in terms of efficiency and technical changes. 
Discussion
The U.S. logistics industry is highly competitive. Thus, American logistics companies need to secure ways to stand squarely in the competitive market. For instance, managers seek to cooperate with effective partners who have the financial performance capacity and consideration to protect the environment. However, how to identify preferred solutions that will balance business and environmental concerns is one of the most important questions in logistics today [61] . For this reason, this study assesses the economic performance of GLPs in order to select the most sustainable partners to achieve sustainable collaboration and to reduce environmental risk. To implement a valid and reliable evaluation process while addressing the various green U.S. logistics companies 
The U.S. logistics industry is highly competitive. Thus, American logistics companies need to secure ways to stand squarely in the competitive market. For instance, managers seek to cooperate with effective partners who have the financial performance capacity and consideration to protect the environment. However, how to identify preferred solutions that will balance business and environmental concerns is one of the most important questions in logistics today [61] . For this reason, this study assesses the economic performance of GLPs in order to select the most sustainable partners to achieve sustainable collaboration and to reduce environmental risk. To implement a valid and reliable evaluation process while addressing the various green U.S. logistics companies required us to integrate the grey GM (1,1) model and the DEA method to forecast and o analyze the given economic statements of the 16 selected GLPs in the period 2012-2019.
In particular, the analysis focuses on the forecasting results as well as the trends of technological progress and technical efficiency change among the companies. The principal findings are that, since the period of 2012-2015, the efficiency and productivity change of DMUs has been identified as "in regression" because the average change scores are 0.981 and 0.995. The findings of decreased productivity growth are related to technical change. Thus, the pressure on GLPs to improve their productivity gives more attention to sustainability in innovative activities and practices. Moreover, the performance of DMUs in the period 2016-2019 is identified as "progressive" because the average scores for technical and productivity change are 1.037 and 1.011. Again, this is noted as a decrease.
In summary, the results discussed in this study present a clear picture of the past, current and future situation of 16 green logistics companies in the USA. This study is based on the measures of change in technical efficiency, technological change, and MPI for each of the GLPs. It can be seen that there are two GLPs, Knight Transportation and Union Pacific Corporation, that reached their financial sustainability goals. The operational performance of these companies is measured in terms of efficiency among the 16 green logistics companies from the past to future. The less efficient firms, such as DMU10 (Hyster-Yale Materials Handling, Cleveland, OH, USA) and DMU11 (CSX Corporation, Jacksonville, FL, USA), should carry out efficiency change, technical change, and increase their ability to do more with less, as well as reduce wastage in terms of time, materials, and costs. According to the results, investors may wish to consider which companies are suitable for long-term cooperation based on the study results.
Conclusions
This study proposed an effective integrated method helpful to organizations that need to decide how to select their best sustainable development goals partner. The GM (1,1) is used as a method of predictive performance for the period 2016-2019. The DEA models are used as a tool to rank and measure the performance of GLPs' financial situation in the period 2012-2019. Finally, the study provides useful knowledge about economic efficiency in the general management of the GLPs. This research supports the corporate selection process with regards to sustainable development. In particular, it may help GLPs to understand their business status in the past, present, and near future. The empirical evidence of this research also gives meaningful suggestions for GLPs to better improve their profit, technology, scale efficiencies, and long-term plans. Thus, it has become important to measure DMUs' economic sustainability performance as well as organizational operations. The limitation of the research is in the number of inputs and outputs that are considered relevant to financial results. Another limitation is how current the data are, specifically our four-year data. The results can be improved with longitudinal data. The number of GLPs available for analysis is 16. Research is needed to examine how green logistics providers can improve financial performance as well as environmental activities.
Any further study should include other factors covering environmental performance indicators to evaluate the environmental impact for the selection of environmentally sound practices and green technology.
From a researcher's point of view, it is hoped that the integration of the models and techniques proposed in this study can be applied to diverse industries with similar plant structures to evaluate operational efficiency and determine appropriate and realistic means for improvement.
